A Four-Part Harmony
Beychevelle, Guiraud, Kirwan, and Latour-Martillac join in a quartet 
&

The Quartet of Beychevelle, Guiraud, Kirwan, Latour-Martillac:

a stunning ode to a shared passion 

&

Châteaux Beychevelle, Guiraud, Kirwan, Latour-Martillac

A quartet of Crus Classés Bordelais, joined by a lyrical passion 

Even greater than the sum of its parts: the beauty of harmonious complementarity.
The quartet: music lovers and chamber musicians shed all differences and come together at the zenith of a complicity that strips music and emotion to their core. Four Crus Classés, doing away with competitive sentiment, have formed their own extraordinary quartet, united in their rigorous approach to wine production and in their passion for music, which first brought them together on the steps of Europe’s most beautiful theater, the Grand Théâtre de Bordeaux. 

The Grand Théâtre de Bordeaux has taken the ties that bind these iconic Bordeaux wine growers beyond the professional realm, as a sort of “fifth musketeer” to the quartet of Sophie Schÿler (Château Kirwan), Xavier Planty (Château Guiraud), Aymar de Baillenx (Beychevelle), and Tristan Kressmann (Latour-Martillac).

A harmony of colors and values

Just like a great piece of music, if the wines of the Châteaux Kirwan, Guiraud, Beychevelle, and Latour-Martillac harmonize around the same notes of seduction, their delightful concord is thanks to the intense preparatory process required to stage any great work, from an opera to an international market, so that the shadow side of the production – in the cellar for wines, and in the rehearsal phase for a concert – can come to life in the glass or after the curtain goes up.  The same spirit governs the two. And each one of these great crus and their prestigious terroirs has a part to play in this perfectly tuned quartet. 

Château Guiraud (  Premier Cru Classé 1855 (  Sauternes 
This great property, held by a single owner, bears the “prestige” designation. In 1885, it was consecrated premier cru in the classement impérial classifications. Guiraud, through its rigorous picking process, its quest for perfect balance and an elegant expression of the terroir, and its refusal to use chaptalization or cryoselection, is a steadfast advocate of the traditional methods on which its renown was built. The extraordinarily rich texture of its wines inspires both soaring superlatives and the most subtle of nuances. Honeysuckle, white peach, black tea, roasted berries… in some vintages, its deep yellow color intensifies the luxuriance of its aromas upon tasting. Château Guiraud is embodied in four people, the industrialist Robert Peugeot and three wine growers, Olivier Bernard, Stephan Von Neipperg, and Xavier Planty – another quartet unified by a credo of quality and the philosophy of the cru.

Xavier Planty, a great lover of opera, is well aware that a certain Guiraud is associated with the orchestration and recitatives of the Offenbach operetta The Tales of Hoffmann, whose celebrated Bacchanale is in perfect harmony.
Château Kirwan  (   Cru Classé 1855 (  Margaux 
The story of this cru begins in 1751, when Sir John Collingwood, and English gentleman, acquires the noble property of Lassale. It continues today thanks to Jean-Henri Schÿler and his three children, Yann, Sophie, and Nathalie, who now head the domaine. The property, located on the famous Cantenac Plateau, produces a generous Margaux whose 2007 vintage was entrusted to Philippe Delfaux (formerly of Château Palmer). 

The only “practicing” member of this quartet of great amateurs, pianist Nicole Schÿler plays only ranges that showcase wines characterized by potency, depth, and richness, playing arpeggios of nuance and finesse. 
If Mozart had tasted the wines of Château Kirwan, his Air du Champagne would have borne a different name, and, his Air de Margaux should have had a magnificent sustain on Don Giovanni’s palate, for he sings one of the shortest airs in the lyrical repertoire. 

Château Beychevelle  (  Cru Classé in 1855  (  Saint-Julien
Built in the 17th century, this fief of the Dukes of Epernon was restored by the Marquis de Brassier and expanded by the Heine family in the 20th century. This architectural gem, whose classical façade is crowned by a graceful pediment, is now the property of Grands Millésimes de France. Recently restored to its original splendor, the site is an ode to classical elegance with its own unique charm, and is felicitously located by the route des châteaux. Its wines’ garnet color gives them gorgeous intensity and complexity, characterized by a complex nose, described in certain vintages as untamed and animal, at times qualified by a more vegetal register of undergrowth and damp earth. 

The property’s name refers to the shipping activity of a nearby estuary, and it is likely that the President of Beychevelle, Aymar de Baillenx, thought of Cosi Fan Tutte and its loveliest aria, “Soave sia il vento,” when he became a part of this lyrical quartet.  

Château Latour-Martillac (  Cru Classé de Graves  (  Pessac-Léognan
This Graves, a cru classé since 1953, owes its name to the tower that decorates its Cour d’Honneur, a vestige of the small fort built there in the 12th century by Montesquieu’s forbears. It drew the attention of Edouard Kressmann as he was founding his firm in 1871. In 1934, it adopted its current label “of gold and sable,” designed by Kressmann’s son Jean and consecrated by a 1929 red served at Buckingham Palace in 1936. The cellars were thoroughly renovated in 1989, and today Tristan, (general management) and Loïc (technical management) continue the family tradition. The white wines surprise with their delicate complexity and their remarkable aptitude for aging. In the tradition of the great Pessac-Léognan wines, the reds are an ode to harmony, balance, and elegance. 

Tristan Kressmann, the final partner in this quartet, bears a name that inevitably recalls the influence of Wagner, and his magical philter that, as Latour-Martillac, was for those mythical lovers nothing less than an elixir of love. 

■ Château Beychevelle / Saint-Julien de Beychevelle ■ www.beychevelle.com ■ 05 56 73 20 70
■ Château Guiraud / Sauternes ■ www.chateau-guiraud.fr ■ 05 56 76 61 01
■ Château Kirwan / Cantenac ■ www.chateau-kirwan.com ■ 05 57 88 71 00
■ Château Latour-Martillac / Martillac ■ www.latour-martillac.com ■ 05 57 97 71 11

